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Assessing The Medically-At-Risk-Driver

Medical Conditions & Driving Impairment

( When is a Driving Evaluation Needed?

Many medical conditions can result in functional impairments that negatively affect driving abilities.
KOutcomes of these medical conditions can be classified either as Persistent or Episodic. )
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Persistent Outcomes
Persistent outcomes are more stable and
enduring, and the effects can be measured.
» Event and impairment may be ongoing.
« Assessment question: What is the ability of
the driver?
* Assessment issue: Measure impairment.
» Best Practice: Science-Based Driving
Evaluation

4 Cognitive impairments

Not everyone with a medical condition has
their driving reduced to an unsafe level.
Rather, the presence of one or more red flag
medical conditions (see next page for a list
of red flags) indicates that the driver is at risk
and that his or her driving may be (or may
become) compromised to an unsafe level.
Driving competence should be evaluated
by a science-based driving evaluation.

Increased at-fault crash risk:
Selected Medical Conditions
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Episodic Outcomes
With Episodic outcomes (e.g., an epileptic seizure,
a hypoglycemic reaction), the event most often is
sporadic and unpredictable, and lasts for a short
duration.
« When event occurs driving ability is impaired.
« Assessment question: What is the likelihood
of the event happening?
« Assessment issue: Judgment of risk level.
Best Practice: Consensus guidelines plus
clinical judgment.
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e Physical Impairments

When there are enduring physical impairments that

make it unlikely the person can safely operate a motor

vehicle:

« |t may be possible to adapt the vehicle to
accommodate the impairment.

« Training to use the new equipment may be
necessary.

« Driving competence then should be evaluated by
independent driving evaluation.
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DriveABLE Cognitive Assessment
Tool provides direct information about
the driver’s competence.

« Accommodates the combined effects
of comorbidities, treatments and
medications.

* Provides the best evidence, with clinical
judgment evaluations providing a lower
level of evidence.
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